
LA SCALA NEWS – End of 1st Quarter 2011 
from Andrew Fentiman (603) 

 
Looking through past newsletters, I see that I wrote 
the first La Scala Newsletter in June 2004, this one 
being Issue Number 28. Meanwhile, I have asked 
before – and now do so again – for La Scala residents 
to feel free to send me items that may be of interest to 
others, though of course I reserve the right of the final 
edit or even total omission! 
 
QUICK NEWS – Welcome to new owners Michael & 
Vicki Konover (1202), Ron & Ruth Ann Sabol (1603) 
and Rose Ann Faber (1802) �  Only 2 decorator-
ready units remain at La Scala �  Have you seen the new televisions, installed in the common areas: 

Fitness Center, Social Room, Pool Table Room? �  Social 
Committee: Officers for 2011/2012 are Shirley Besikof 
(President) and Jackie Blanchard-Fentiman (Secretary and 
Treasurer) �  A Yoga Class takes place in the Fitness Center 
every Friday from 9 to 10 a.m. Cost is $100 per class, divided 
by the number of participants that morning. Check with Cindy 
Davis, before Friday, to ensure that the class has not been 
cancelled: cindydavis8@comcast.net �  You can now connect  
wirelessly to the internet via your laptop, tablet, smartphone, e-
reader, etc. while out in 
the pool area.  The 

wireless network is ‘La Scala Pool’ �  Pelican Landing no 
longer prints their annual directory, apparently to protect the 
privacy of our home-owners �  During a January cold spell, 
several manatees came in from the Gulf and headed up 
towards the source of the Imperial River to luxuriate in the 
(relatively) warmer spring water. One had obviously fared 
poorly after an encounter with a motor boat, evidenced by the 
white ‘X’ gash on its back (photo inset) �  Our island beach still 
has some sand, although it can be ‘tight quarters’, with a 
shortage of chairs on a sunny weekend! (photos inset)�  
 
BAY CLUB RESERVATIONS, ONLINE -  The Bay Club now has an online dining reservation system. 
With the click of a mouse, you can make dining reservations online at any time of the day. Receive a 
free glass of house wine for every dining reservation you make online through the end of April. The 
link to Online Dining Reservations can be found under the Social & Dining section on the Bay Club 
website and a quick link has been added to the left-side of every page on the website. With each 
online reservation, you will receive a personalized e-mail confirmation. You also have the option of 
signing up for SMS text confirmations on your mobile phone.  
 
LOCAL JEWELLER –  Bill Skidmore spent over four years looking for the right Bonita Springs 
location for his full-service jewelry store, Amoré Jewelers, located in the Shoppes at Pelican Landing, 
near La Fontanella Ristorante. I had occasion to go into his shop recently and was impressed by the 
good service, jewelry expertise and friendly hospitality: clearly, Bill Skidmore wants your business and 
is prepared to earn it. Amoré Jewelers, 24600 South Tamiami Trail, Bonita Springs, FL 34134. Tel: 
(239) 333-4447. www.LoveAmoreJewelers.com.  
 



FLOOD INSURANCE FOR YOUR UNIT – The usual disclaimer 
applies, but the following might be useful, especially if you have a 
mortgage on your La Scala unit. The insurance agency handling 
La Scala’s insurance, Lutgert Insurance, recently came up with a 
flood insurance program for our unit owners. As you will know, the 
building’s flood insurance is not being renewed and this means 
that your lender may force-place flood insurance on your unit, at a 
cost that may vary from approximately $3,000 to $8,000 per year. 
Certainly contact your own insurer first, but if you are interested in 
receiving a Lutgert quotation, contact Sonia Alderman at Lutgert 
Insurance in Naples. Her direct telephone line is (239) 280-3218 
and her e-mail is salderman@lutgertinsurance.com. The Lutgert 
flood insurance policy for La Scala unit owners is with Lloyds, 
through WNC First Insurance Services. Although individual 
quotations may vary according to your floor level and square-
footage, a typical policy (example policy is based on an 8th floor 
La Scala unit with a replacement cost of $1,000,000) has a 
premium of $2,590 and includes $250,000 coverage (contents 

coverage is not available on CBRA policies), with a $10,000 deductible. This policy does not include 
loss-of-use coverage. The availability of this flood insurance coverage also means that prospective 
buyers of La Scala units need not be concerned about taking out a loan and having exorbitantly 
expensive flood insurance force-placed on their new unit.   
 
YOUR PROPERTY TAX – Lee County’s online Tax Estimator is a tool for estimating what the taxes 
will be on a particular piece of property, with assumptions about the future nature of the real estate 
market and what tax rates will be assessed by the various taxing authorities in Lee County. Lee 
County Property Appraiser’s Tax Estimator tool online can be found at: 
http://www.leepa.org/taxestimator/default.aspx?folioId=10178010 
The sales price of an individual property does not directly affect the assessed value used to calculate 
taxes; the sales of like properties throughout the year, as well as other statistical and valuation 
methods, are used to create the assessed value. As long as the Estimated Sales Price entered is a 
reflection of the market, the assessed value used in the calculation will be a reasonable estimate. If 
the Estimated Sales Price is significantly lower or higher than what other similar properties have sold 
for, the results of the calculation will not be a reasonable estimate. Typically, real estate transactions 
include costs such as real estate agent fees. When sales are used as part of 
determining assessed values, an adjustment is made for those fees. For the 
online Estimator, Lee County uses 90% of the entered sales price to 
establish an assessed value. Your actual assessed value-to-sales-price ratio 
may be higher or lower than this amount. The actual tax rate used to 
calculate property taxes is set every year by the various taxing authorities in 
Lee County. Historically, tax rates have fluctuated within a fairly narrow 
range. The online Estimator uses the tax rate from the immediately previous 
tax year. The actual tax rate may differ, based on the decisions made by 
those taxing authorities. Okay, now read all of that again: there will be a test. 
 
TIME TO ‘SUMMERIZE’ YOUR COMPUTER 
As some of you head north for the summer, here are a few tips to keep your computer safe. UPDATE 
ANTIVIRUS PROTECTION: Anytime you are away from your computer (even a few days), the first 
thing you should do when you start the computer back up is update your antivirus protection. If a virus 
has been released in the time your computer has been off, you will not be protected. It only takes a 
few minutes, so that should be your first task: update your antivirus software. UNPLUG ALL THE 
CABLES: If you leave your computer in Florida, be sure to unplug ALL the cables.  



Unplug not only the power cord, but also the phone line or high-speed internet cable. If there are big 
power surges or spikes (this is Florida), 
dangerous voltage can travel up those cables. Be 
safe: unplug. LABEL THE CABLES: If you are 
taking your computer up north with you, put 
labels on the cables before you unplug them. 
Simply number little pieces of paper and tape 
them onto the cable. Then draw yourself a 
diagram of the computer with the numbers 
pointing to the ports you unplugged from. It saves 
a lot of head-scratching later on. SWITCH 
BETWEEN PRINTERS: If you have a different 
printer in each location, it is easy to switch 
between them. Connect the cable to the current 
printer when you get up north and turn both the 

computer and printer on. The computer may recognize the printer as a new printer, if you plugged the 
cable into a different port. If so, click START, then click DEVICES AND PRINTERS in Windows 7 (or 
PRINTERS and FAXES in Windows XP). Check the model number of your current printer, then right-
click the corresponding icon. Left-click SET AS DEFAULT. Close the window and you're all set to 
print. BRING THE CDs: Take the original CDs that came with your computer with you when you move 
between locations. If anything should happen to your computer, a repair shop might need those CDs 
to make the computer work again. BACK UP YOUR DATA: If you are not backing up your data, you 
are obviously a daredevil and should think about learning to fly with a wing-suit (photo inset). Back up 
your data now (documents, photos, music, address books, etc. Computers can break, get lost or 
stolen. In many cases, data cannot be recovered. A backup is good insurance. Finally, be diligent 
with your protection against spyware and viruses. Those threats remain the biggest cause of 
computer damage and loss of data. IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM: Do not call me, since I am not the 
computer expert: Jeff Manning is. 
 
FUR REPAIRS – Okay, I know it’s Florida, but there is an expert furrier in Naples. Henry J. McElhone 
III of The Sly Fox Furrier is located at 1207 Third Street South, # 6, Naples, FL 34102 (above Jane’s 
Café). Tel: (239) 649-7511. Fax: (239) 430-2367. E-mail: theslyfoxnaples@aol.com.  
 
FISHING & DIVING IN ISLAMORADA – I took Jackie down to Islamorada in the Florida Keys 
recently, for a few days of scuba-diving with friends. We made several nice reef dives with Key Dives, 
who are conveniently located at Bud N’ Mary’s Marina at MM (Mile Marker) 79.8). Tel: (888) 505-
8557. www.KeyDives.com. One of the Dive Masters 
on the boat was spear-fishing for exotic lionfish, a 
voracious and rapidly-breeding fish which is wreaking 
havoc on the ecosystem, and she came back on board 
with a bag full of these venomous fish. We also took a 
half-day inshore fishing charter out of Bid N’ Mary’s 
Marina with Joey Hendrix on his boat Fearless, a 27-
foot center-console custom-built Conch. Tel: (305) 
505-6099 and also (786) 295-2162. E-mail him at 
Capt_Hendrix@yahoo.com. His website is found at  
www.FearlessFishing.net. We were out four hours and 
caught 12 yellowtail snapper, 6 mangrove snapper, a 
cero mackerel and 9 dorado (mahi mahi): great fun 
(photo inset). Dinner on the deck at Cheeca Lodge’s 
Atlantic’s Edge Restaurant is also a must, plus there are numerous other great local Islamorada 
restaurants to choose from such as Chanticleer South, Hungry Tarpon, Islamorada Fish Company, 



Cell: (239) 405-3455  ~  E-mail: acfentiman@comcast.net  ~  Fax: (239) 390-1721 

Kaiyo Grill, Lazy Days, Lorelei, Morada Bay, Pierre and Spanish Gardens. Many of the local 
restaurants will cook your fresh fish catch for you. Cheeca Lodge, founded by an A&P Grocery 
heiress in the 1960’s (but luxuriously updated), is a great place to stay and it has an excellent spa.  
   
LA SCALA SUNSET CRUISE ON ESTERO BAY –  There were 29 of us on the recent La Scala 
Sunset Cruise and the participants brought plenty of tasty appetizers and flowing beverages. The 
weather was perfect (as it was last year) with little wind and the sunset performed on cue (photos 
below).   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LA SCALA WEBSITE & WEB FORUM – Don’t forget to frequent and utilize the web forum at 
www.LaScalaAtTheColony.com/smf and also consult the website at www.LaScalaAtTheColony.com. 
 
Have a fantastic summer…… 
 
Andrew 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


